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Giddantha Gaivam (nd s Merits

Sri A. Muthiah Pillai, B.A.. B. L., Pdamcottah.

{Continued from page 207 Malar-L.]

Having its origin in God Himself and hold-
ing that there is nothing without Him, it does
not deride any other religion. Its principle is that
every religion has its place in the realisation of
God and His unique relation with the souls. When
Saivam holds that there is only one God and He
is all absorbmg, all pervading and without Him not
even an atom changes its position, how can it
postulate otherwise ? In our Tamil country religious
observances of ancient times have a stronger hold
on women who have not merged themselves in
material civilisation than on men who have con-.
sciously or otherwise mostly lost their inherited
qualities,

A great Tamil Saint says that * thougha
person with his limitations in knowledge propounds
a new religion distinct from world with a vengence,
it is acceptable to my Lord Siva.” If the world now
turn to pieces by colour prejudices, political disabili-
ties, economical difficulties and religious quarrels, it

*  afdfer J/,:ﬁaS) @iser Ca@u@ Fowes Qri g
afadp Qsnergy Greps wwllonp Copp srgw
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wants a common religion to cement the differences,
so that peace, plenty, and prosperity may shine on
all alike; Saivam can supply the want. What else
than love can unite together the various nations
of the world? Saivam which is the religion of love
can accomplish this. It is often urged that the
great Tamil Saint Tiru Gnanasambandha persecuted
or helped to persecute the Jains at Madura. This
is merely a confusion of facts. The Saint’s demons-
trations were concerned only with the religious
dispute; whereas the cause of the sacrifice of lives
was political expediency. The attempt to burn
out the Saint, though failed, ended in the restri-
bution of justice. ~Nothing more! religious persecu-
tion is outside the pale of Saivam, and its principle
of toleration has never been affected at all.

Saivam says that every religion is a necessary
step and it is even inevitable as the souls bound
in ignorance have to pass through several stages
in the onward progress and whatever be the way
in which you worship God, He will surely appeat
to you, but He who appears to you is only my
Lord Siva who is Umamaheswara

Saivam does not postulate an eternal hell.
Common sense does really revolt against this.
Duration of human life in this world is nothing
against eternity. Punishment of the same kind
for all crimes irrespective of their seriousness
cannot appeal to a reasoning mind. But Saivam
holds every action of man must have its con-
sequences, and every soul reaps the result of
its action aeccording to their merits, but finally
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reaches the goal of salvation. Salvation may be
in the near feature or after innumerable births.
But it is certain that every soul will reach the
final goal and will not" be left in the middle
either to suffer eternally for its bad deeds or to
enjoy the prevarious bliss for its good deeds for
all times to come. The God of love will not
neglect any soul in its onward march towards
final salvation. This aspect of Saivam is not
only consistent with the love of God, but also
affords reasonable consolation to the aspiring
soul. No soul need feel despondent. Every soul
can hope to attain salvation finally.

Caste system is a social organisation. At pre-
sent it is decided asnot conducive tothe
advancement of a nation. But it exists in one
form or another in every part of the world. It
may have a different name, though it is equally
beneficial or injurious to the society. At present
the disadvantages are magnified in order to show
that they retard the progress of the nation. It
concerns only with the temporal advancement.
Nations of the world aspiring to obtain the greatest
power and wealth concentrate their attention to this
alone. Any amount of worldly power cannot be
considered to be the final goal of the human
soul. Spiritual development alone can justify the
existence of man on earth. Saivam concerns it-
gelf with spiritual advancement more than with
material progress. So the system which is observ-
ed in social life vanishes with the advancement
of the religions and spiritual development. A low
caste Sanyasi is often honoured and worshiped
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by a higher class saivite devotee, when it is
found that the said Sanyasi has really made an
advance in his religious and sprxtual attainments
Does this. not show that Saivam rises above the
ordinary conception of social differences in the
religious world?

These are not all which distinguish Saivam
from other systems. A careful study of the reli-
gion will show how its principle deserve a superior
place in the gallery of religions.
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The Four Paths

JESIESHE S WS

[ Late J. M. Nallaswami Pilici, B. A., B. L. ]

{Coutinued from Page 128

“Ye have not chosen me but I have chosen
you-XV 13 to 16.”

“That they all may be one, as thou father ar¢
in me and I in thee, that they also may be one in
us 33

«T in them, and thou in me that they may be
made perfect in one. XVII 21 and 23.”

When I spoke of these higher aspects of Christ’s
teaching to a missionary, he observed to me that
it only struck him lately that fellowship with God
was a higher spritual condition than fatherhood of
God. Among ourselves, the Madhwa system may be
said to be pure Dasamarga. The Ramanuja in its
popular aspects, is Dasamargs and Satputramarga
and little more. Sankara’s system will be Saha marga.
But the mistake is made in not understanding
that these truths are only symbolic and v.t‘hg‘ﬁ\they ;
are apt to become dogmatic. 1 have seen Chijstian
friends contend that God isour real father, as
Vedantis and Yogis may declaim that there is.no
other God but the sell.

A true and universal religion’ Will combine all
these various paths and which ‘are required andf
necessitated by the varying degrees'of man’s intel}éj
tual and spritual development.
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And then we will not see the mote in our
brother’s eye and will live in peace and amity for
ever.

I only need quote to you one verse from the
Gita where all these four paths are set fourth.

“ Therefore with bowing and body bent, Task
grace of thee, Lord and Adorable, as father to son,
as friend to friend, it is meet, O Lord, to bear with
me as Lover to Loved.” I may also observe that
Saivaism of to-day which I regard as the frue
modern representative of the historic religion of
the Gita and Mababharata period combines all these
four paths and their great Saints St. Appar, St.
Gnanasambandar, St. Sundarar and St. Manicka-
vachakar are regarded as teachers of these four
paths.

More than all this, I wish to emphasize the fact
that love is the essence of all real Religion, and
real worship of Goa is the worship of God’s creatures
and loving them one and all without distinction of
caste or creed, as observed by Sri Kanta, and

unless thi ;s fully recognized and practised no
real #&piritualprogréss is possible.
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Those who read the title may reasonably raise
the question: “Is sporting reconcileable with the
divine attributes of God?” It will not take long
for us to solve it by merely saying ‘ we cannot
have an insight into the purposes of God.” Such
an answer is as easy to be given as it is sure
to be slighted. If Divine actions cannot be under-
stood, they should have no place on this e arth.
Jf by man God's actions cannot be interpreted, to
what purpose are those actions done at all? Not
capable of being interpreted, God’s actions would
become purposeless and therefore vain. But it is
man’s actions that are so. The sports of God
are purposive. They are useful. This is one of the
main points of difference between man's sports
and the sports of God. It may not be given to
us to, understand fully or to interpret thoroughly
the actions.done under divine influence, but it is
no reason why we should rush into the conclusion
that the sport of God is the work of human fancy.
Doubtless, the human mind has shaped it in its
own way in describing it later on, but the main
cutlines which can necessarily fall within the cre-
‘ation of man are gtill ~discernible. -Although the
ovents described may seem<to.be'common place,
there is still running an under current which course
‘the human intelligence seks in vain to retard, and
whose purpese it vaiply ‘ettempts to understand.
%o a careful thinker, however, many of such subtle .
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It may not perhaps be out of place here to saﬁ‘
a few words regarding the probable dates of théig
various performances of Siva. The Sports of
at Madura are regarded to have been sixty four®
in number and some of them have been perform-
ed by a great devotee of Siva, Gnana Sambantha
under divine influence of the Lord of Madura,The
majority of them, however, arc of Siva and
are ascribable to different dates ranging between
the prehistoric era and the most recent days of
the seventh century. The prominent Tamil work
which contains a record of these sports is the
Tiruvilayadarpuranam composed about the sixteenth
century by Paranjoti Munivar of Madura. Thtmfi
is a tradition that work was composed at the”
instance of Ativirarama Pandya, a Pandyan ng,
whose time has been fixed to have been the six-
teenth century. This Tamil work is professer
a translation from the Sanskrit Halasya Mahatni?ﬁ’
The Sanskrit work could assuredly not have been
" composed before the 8thor9th century, forit records
~ events of the Tth century. The original for all kinds
of works bearing on the Sacred Sports is only the
inscription at the temple of Madura and some mns
nuscripts on the same subject.
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